
27 July 2017 Term 3,   Week 3 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Friends,  

Today is a great week to remember why we are part of Brisbane Catholic Education and the 
special community that we belong to.  

Catholic Education Week is celebrated across Queensland from 23 - 29 July this year. This 
annual event is held to promote the special ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight the 
great things that take place in Catholic schools every day.  The theme for this year’s 
celebrations is:  Sharing the Journey. 

Catholic education strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our schools and in the 
wider community by challenging young people to live out the message of Jesus and to 
reach their full potential as compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society. 

During Catholic Education Week 2017, Catholic education communities across Queensland 
are invited to celebrate how they are ‘Sharing the Journey’. There are 302 Catholic schools 
in Queensland that educate around 146,000 students and employ more than 18,500 
teachers and staff, and most will celebrate Catholic Education Week in some way.  Thank 
you to Mr Estreich for his organisation of our Catholic Education Mass and Mrs Cooke for 
her preparation of the cupcakes we shared with the parishioners.  

Later this term we are undergoing our External Review. On this day an external panel 
considers and discusses the changes that have occurred over the past five years and 
provide recommendations and commendations moving into the next five year period.  We 
will share this report later in the term when finalised. As part of the process we would love 
authentic feedback from parents about our school from a survey that is being sent home 
shortly. Our ultimate goal is to have a school that allows each child to achieve their 
potential in a nurturing and authentically Catholic environment. Your feedback will assist us 
in moving towards the goal from the survey. 

Parent Communication 

As part of our review on how we communicate with parents we have launched our Parent 
Portal. Detailed explanations have been sent home but we are always happy to help. Please 
remember your email address needs to be up to date in order for the login process to verify 
your identity. Should you need assistance please contact the school office.  

Athletics Carnival 

Next Tuesday 1st August we will hold our athletics carnival at Windsor Park from 9am. A 
programme went home yesterday with all students. Parents and Friends are very welcome  
and we encourage you to come along and show your support. A new initiative of a Coffee 
Van is welcome addition to this years carnival. Please support local businesses who support 
our school. The Coffee Van will be operating from approximately 9.15am until the end of 
the carnival. There is a large range of drink options with eftpos also available. 

Broncos Trip 

Twenty lucky students were given a tour of the Bronco’s training facilities. We had a 
training session, saw the players working hard, looked at the kitchen, theatre and relaxation 
facilities. Importantly the message that Sarah Walker from NRL, and an assistant coach 
made was that even the best players need to continue to practice. They spoke about how 
hard work allows success and progress. For our school we want all students to know 
that  hard work in all areas of life will see improvement and success.  

Have a great week, 

Matthew Beacroft 
Principal 
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APRE  
Mr Dean Estreich 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

School/Parish Mass 

Thank you to those families, parishioners and Fr Jose for sharing in our celebration of Eucharist. As 
well as being a celebration for Catholic Education Week, the mass was the memorial of Saints Joachim 
and Anne, parents of the Virgin Mary and grandparents to Jesus. Thank you to Father Jose for helping 
us connect with the importance of grandparents in our lives through recognising the grandparents of 
Jesus. The students are to be congratulated on their reverence and for their wonderful singing. Thank 
you to our school and parish for sharing this time with us and for staying after mass for cupcakes.  

Prayer Starters 

I believe in the power of prayer and positive thought. Like many people I pray particularly when my 
family and I are facing challenges and are in need of support and help. I will mention to friends when 
there is a particular need and they in turn will pray with this in mind. I also like stories that connect to 
the idea of sharing the burden, ‘a problem shared is a problem halved’.  

My daughter recently brought home a piece of writing that she had completed during a Religious 
Education lesson at school. The starter for this sentence was: I need to be more like… 

My daughter being well in-tune with the positive influence she has on her classmates and the fact that 
she gets along well with everyone she meets wrote her own name to finish the sentence. Her teacher 
pointed out to her that we could also look at the example that Jesus set in helping others and that we 
could also look at trying to be more like Jesus. Alanna agreed with this and added Jesus’ name to her 
own. 

Prayer starters are meant to help children with their own spontaneous prayers, and some of them 
prompt already established prayers. Here’s a list of some of the prayer starters for kids. 

Lord, help me with… 
God, forgive me for… 
Please help me do better when I… 
Please help my friends and family, especially… 
God, you created me to know, love, and serve you. Our Father… 
Saint _______, pray for us. 
God, you are… 
Please bless… 
For those I said I would pray for… 
God, thank you for… 
Hail Mary, pray for us. 
Guardian Angel, you stay with me all the time. Angel of God… 
Jesus, I ask that you… 
Holy Spirit, guide my life so that I… 
Glory be to the… 
Mary Mackillop, please help me with… 
Lord Jesus Christ, I pray for… 
God, sometimes I feel… 
Jesus, help me to be like you in… 
Father, help me to know that you… 

(http://www.catholicicing.com/printable-prayer-starters-for-kids-teaching-independent-prayer/) 

Have a peaceful week, 
Dean Estreich 
APRE 

http://www.catholicicing.com/printable-prayer-starters-for-kids-teaching-independent-prayer/
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JULY 

8th Albie 

20th Ella 

25th Lily 

27th Mirii 

28th Christopher 

Dear Parents, 
At Mass on Wednesday (26 July), Fr Jose reminded our children that our Church was celebrating the 
feast of Saints Anne and Joachim, traditional names for the parents of Mary, mother of Jesus and so 
the grandparents of Jesus.  It is a good time to remember the ‘elders’ in our lives, whether they are 
grandparents or others of the previous generation from whom we learn wisdom and on whom we 
lean for support.  In this day of constant regulation of so many aspects of our lives, it is worth listening 
to one elder’s ‘rules’ (quoted by Kathleen Noonan, Courier Mail 22-07-2017).   

Corita Kent was born in 1918 and became a Sister of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary (USA).  She was an art teacher who matched advertising 
logos with Bible passages to create marvellous works 
(www.corita.org).  These were her rules for her art classes which she 
equally applied to life. 

1. Find a place you trust and then try trusting it for a while. 

2. General duties of a student – pull everything you can out of 
your teacher and your fellow students. 

3. General duties of a teacher – pull everything you can out of 
your students. 

4. Consider everything you do an experiment. 

5. Be self-disciplined – this means finding someone wise or smart and choosing to follow them.  
To be disciplined is to follow in a good way.  To be self-disciplined is to follow in a better way. 

6. Nothing is a mistake.  There is no win and no fail, there’s only ‘make’. 

7. The only rule is work.  If you work it will lead to something.  It is the people who do all of the 
work all of the time who eventually catch on to things. 

8. Don’t try to create and analyse at the same time.  They are different processes. 

9. Be happy whenever you can manage it.  Enjoy yourself.  It’s lighter than you think. 

10. Break the rules, even your own rules – that is, leave plenty of room for ‘X’ to happen. 

Why not ask the elders in your world what their rules for a happy life would be? 

Mary MacKillop would say:”Pray to be ever ready for [life] even when it takes you by surprise.” 

Have a great week, gleaning wisdom from your elders. 

God bless,  
Sr Anne 
School Pastoral Worker 
HEALTHY LUNCHES  
It was great to see that ‘healthy lunches’ was a topic of discussion at the Parents’ Community 
Meeting.   This recipe comes from the ‘Healthier, happier’ website and could easily be used as a lunch 
wrap, despite its title. 
RECEIPE OF THE WEEK - BREKKIE WRAP 
Ingredients 

 2 eggs 

 ½ cup english spinach leaves, chopped 

 ¼ avocado 

 1 teaspoon fresh chives, chopped 

 1 clove garlic, finely chopped 

 1 small red chilli (remove seeds), finely diced (optional) 

 1 tablespoon onion, chopped 

 1 medium wholemeal pita bread 
Method 
1. Break eggs into a microwave safe container and whisk. 
2. Add chives, garlic and stir to combine. 
3. Cover and microwave for 2-3 minutes or until eggs are cooked, checking and stirring every 30 

seconds. 
4. Place spinach leaves in separate bowl and cover with boiling water (wilting). Cover with cling 

wrap and set aside for 2-3 minutes. Drain. 
5. In a small bowl, add avocado, onion and chilli, mix or mash. 
6. Lay pita bread on plate and assemble the wrap, laying the spinach down the middle of the pita 

bread, then the eggs and lastly the avocado mix. 
7. Roll into a cylinder and cut in half and serve immediately) or wrap for the lunch box). 

PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

SCHOOL AWARDS (wk2) 

Principal Manuela 

Prep Scarlett & Jett 

Yr 1 Hayden 

Yr 2 Summer & Aiden 

Yr 3/4 Oliver B 

Yr 5/6 Cerys 

Sr Anne  

MILLION STARS PROJECT 
Tomorrow, our Yr 3/4 class will 
participate in this great project 
to create a million paper stars 
as a symbol of respect for each 
other, as a pledge to eliminate 
violence.   

These stars will be assembled 
by the Qld Museum into a 
giant installation for the 
Commonwealth Games, next 
year.  Check out the project at 
www.onemillionstars.net.   

If you want to make a star and 
add to the project, you need to 
send it in tomorrow as we 
have to get them to the drop-
off point by Monday. If anyone 
works in or near Queen Street 
and could take them in for us, 
please contact the Office. 

http://healthier.qld.gov.au/articles/how-to-dice-and-chop-garlic/


PH:  07 3857 4803 
Fax:  07 3857 5039 
Email: pwindsor@bne.catholic.edu.au 

22 Grafton St, Windsor  Qld  4030  
PO Box 535, Lutwyche  Qld  4030 

Find us and like our Facebook page: 
St Mary of the Cross School Windsor www.stmaryofthecross.qld.edu.au 
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Term 3 Newsletters & Assembly 

Please note we will be going to fortnightly newsletters and assemblies 
beginning of Term 3. The first newsletter will be issued Thursday 13th July, 

with the first assembly taking place in the Library from 2.30pm on 
Wednesday 19th July, all welcome. 

Remember to start 
collecting stickers. 

Sticker sheets will go 
home Friday. Or pick a 
sheet up at your local 

Woolworths.   

$10 spent = 1 Sticker  
& every sticker counts! 



J u l y  2 0 1 7  

Parent Portal Bulletin 

Did you know? 

Parent Portal 
enables easy 
access to 
information 

about happenings in the 
school, forms that need 
to be returned, names 
and policy information 
and much more. 

K e e p  u p  t o  d a t e  w i t h  s c h o o l  i n f o r m a t i o n  

Use the Parent Portal to Report 

Student Absences 

Update your contact details, address, 

mobile and emergency contacts 

Troubleshooting 

Having trouble 
getting into 
the Parent 
Portal? 

 Does the school have 
your correct email 
address? If not you 
won’t be able to log 
in.  

 Log in is successful… 
but parent is denied 
access? Try using a 
different web 
browser e.g. Google, 
Chrome, Firefox.  

 If all else fails, contact 
the school office on 
3857 4803. 

If you haven’t already logged on, now is the time! 

It’s important all parents log in and regularly visit the Parent Portal. 

The initial login requires you to verify your identity and setup a password. 

Here is the process to setup your login. 

1. Use this link: https://extranet.bne.catholic.edu.au/parent/
hrwindsor/Pages/default.aspx 

2. Select Brisbane Catholic Education and then select Forgotten 
Password/First-Time Login 

3. Select the link under the Parents heading titled choose your own 
password online 

4. Enter the personal email address that you have provided to the 
school and click Next 

5. Check you email for a security code and enter the corresponding 
security code in the screen that follows and click Next 

6. Ensure that Password Reset option is selected and enter your 
desired password in both boxes before clicking Next 

7. Now that you have set your password you can now login to the 
Parent Portal by following this link: https://
extranet.bne.catholic.edu.au/parent/hrwindsor/Pages/
default.aspx 

Going Paperless! 

St Mary of the Cross will 
be uploading Semester 
2 Report Cards onto the 
Parent Portal.  

This will mean no hard 
copies will be sent home 
at the end of this school 
year. A paper copy can 
be requested.  

Log on now to ensure 
you have access to the 
Parent Portal. 

NOTICES 

 Keep up to date with School Calendar, Events and Announcements 

 Newsletters are published on the Parent Portal. Soon we will no 

longer be emailing the fortnightly newsletter to parents.  



FROM THE LIBRARY – Term 3 Week 3 
 
The Library is always a fabulous place to visit but even more so in Term 3. Term 3 is the Term in which 
Book Week (19 – 25 August) is celebrated. Book Week celebrates reading and writing and promotes and 
appreciation of literature. It draws on the joy of stories and the creativity of Australian authors and 
illustrators. 
In the weeks leading up to Book Week the students are provided with an opportunity to explore some of 
the Children’s Book Council of Australia Shortlisted Books during their Library Lessons. This year students 
are exploring books from the Early Childhood Book Category and the Picture Book Category. The students 
will have the opportunity to respond to the books through a planned responding task many of which will 
be displayed in the Library. Parents will be invited during Book Week to view these responses. 
 

The Theme for Book Week this year is ESCAPE TO EVERYWHERE!  
 
Through this Theme we can explore how reading allows us to Escape from our everyday reality. Escape to 
another world, Escape who we are, to become the hero(ine) in a narrative. Reading is an accessible means 
of escape, it can transport us, entertain us, allow us to experience the world of another and educate us. 
When we dive into a book we can Escape to Everywhere to anywhere. 
The Theme also allows for a very broad interpretation for Dress Up Day. Students could plan to come as a 
character from their favourite book, a Nannie from the Shortlisted Book Nannie Loves or a cheeky animal 
from the book Go Home Cheeky Animals! Students could wear the national dress of a country they would 
like to escape to for their next holiday or could come as Captain America or Thor as they escape from the 
Marvel Universe of comics. The Year 3/4 and 5/6 classes will be creating a mask in response to the book 
Mechanica a field guide and will be encouraged to wear these on Dress Up Day. 
 
Book Week celebrations at our school will be held on Tuesday 29 August more detailed information will be 
in the following Newsletter but please make note of the date if you’d like to join your child on the day.  
I look forward to exploring the books with the students and sharing them with you. 
 

 
Escape into one of our many wonderful books today. 
 
Josephine Hill (Acting Teacher Librarian) 
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